Background. Daptomycin (dap) has been approved and successfully used for the treatment of methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) infections. However, reports of daptomycin nonsusceptible (DNS) MRSA strains have emerged over the recent years. This study describes the clinical characteristics of patients with DNS MRSA bloodstream infections (BSIs) with the objective of identifying risk factors and outcomes.
in Greenland was diagnosed in 2000 and led to the first guideline on screening and treatment for MRSA. Up to 2015 there were only 13 patients with MRSA but since then a nearly 4-fold increase in incidence has been seen. The objectives of this study were to analyze the reasons for this increase.
Methods. MRSA data were collected from the laboratory surveillance database at Dronning Ingrids Hospital, typing results from the Reference Laboratory for Antimicrobial Resistance and Staphylococci at SSI, and the patient records.
Results. From 2000 to 2017, 48 patients (15 children and 33 adults) have been diagnosed with MRSA. Thirty patients were colonized with MRSA, predominantly in the nose and throat. Eighteen patients had infections: conjunctivitis, middle ear infections, wounds, skin abscesses, mastitis, surgical site infections, for example.
The increase since 2015 was mainly due to three large outbreaks in three different cities: Aasiaat in 2014/2015 (seven persons with MRSA; three children and four adults), the capital Nuuk in 2016 (six persons with MRSA; two children and four adults) and Tasiilaq in 2017 (13 persons with MRSA; three children and ten adults). The first two outbreaks were community-acquired with transmission in families and the last one was community-acquired or community-onset hospital acquired. Each outbreak was caused by a specific MRSA-type: t902 CC22 in Aasiaat (unknown epidemiology), t3979 CC5 in Nuuk (probably from Australia), and t304 CC6 in Tasiilaq (probably from Denmark).
MRSA was mainly imported from Denmark or abroad due to admission to hospital or due to traveling to high-endemic countries like Australia, but in some cases the epidemiology was unknown. Transmission occurred mainly in families with close contact.
Conclusion.
The increasing number of patients with MRSA in Greenland can be explained by factors such as import from Denmark or abroad due to admission to hospital or traveling, and transmission in Greenland. An ongoing surveillance, compliance to screening procedures (especially patients admitted to hospitals abroad) and guidelines for infection prevention and control are necessary in order to combat MRSA in Greenland in the future.
Disclosures. Methods. All data were obtained from the healthcare-associated infection surveillance system. Different strains of S. aureus were identified using the VITEK-2 automated system, the drug susceptibility results of resistance and intermediate were classified into resistance. Chi-square test and variation analyses of S. aureus drug-resistant rate were performed.
Results. From 2013 to 2017, 2,289 strains of S. aureus were isolated, and the specimen were mostly collected from sputum (721, 31.50%), wound secretion (211, 9.22%), and blood (210, 9.17%). The resistance rate of S. aureus was highest for tigecycline (94.43% in 2013, 100% in 2017) and penicillin (96.49% in 2013, 95 .60% in 2017) (P = 0.028). The resistance rates among other drugs such as clindamycin (65.28% in 2013, 71.39% in 2017) and erythromycin (69.62% in 2013, 62.59% in 2017) were more stable (P = 0.056). However, oxacillin (from 73.68% to 34.47%), gentamicin (from 51.51% to 24.13%), and tetracycline (from 46.78% to 30.81%) showed a declining trend (P = 0.017). Meanwhile, there were almost no S. aureus resistance to linezolid, vancomycin, and nitrofurantoin. During the previous 5-year period, MRSA rates decreased sharply and in 2017 rate was 34.47%. In 2017, MRSA was most frequently isolated in orthopedics, emergency ICU, and respiratory.
Conclusion. The reduction in drug-resistant MRSA may be evidence of effective antibiotic administration practice. Whereas more comprehensive infection control measures are needed to prevent the transmission of S. aureus and MRSA.
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